The Hernández Sanz – Hernández Mora collection is exhibited at
Ca n’Oliver, a house that belonged to one of the most powerful
families in Mahon over the 18th and 19th centuries. In several rooms
and areas of the centre, we can observe the collections and art works of Francesc Hernández Sanz and his son Francesc Hernández
Mora, intellectuals and artists indelibly linked to the history and culture of the island. During your visit, you will also discover the British
legacy of Minorca, the cartographical interest of the island and the
daily life in contemporary Minorca. The centre completes the visit
with an interesting collection of engravings by contemporary artists
from Minorca or somehow related to the island.

DISCOVER THE 18TH,
19TH AND 20TH
CENTURY MINORCA

Calle Anuncivay, 2 - 07701 Mahon. Menorca
+34 971 35 65 23
SUMMER TIMETABLE
1.may to 31.october
Tuesday to Saturday
10 – 13:30 h.
18 – 20 h.

WINTER TIMETABLE
1.november to 30.april
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
10 – 13:30 h.
18 – 20 h.

Sunday
10 – 13:30 h.
Monday closed

Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday
10 – 13:30 h.
Monday closed
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AREA 1

AREA 3

AREA 6

The Oliver family and their manor house in Mahon

Port Mahon

The Hernández Sanz-Hernández Mora Legacy

The Oliver family is one of the primary families of the bourgeoisie of
the 18th and 19th century Mahon. Llorenç Oliver Morillo (1766-1810)
was the first to diversify the family business acting as a contractor of military supplies while he simultaneously maintained business relations
with ports around the Mediterranean and the Atlantic. As a symbol of
his increasing influence, he had the family estate constructed in an up
and coming area of the city.

The city of Mahon cannot be understood without its harbour. It explains many episodes of the whole island’s history, especially from the
15th century onward, when strategic needs led to the settlement
of garrisons and the construction of fortresses to defend its access.
During 17th and 18th centuries, the port of Mahon became a highly
important point of defence and provisions.

Francesc Hernández Sanz and his sons Joan and Francesc Hernández
Mora are of vital importance to the collections exhibited at the Centre
d’Art i d’Història Hernández Sanz (Hernández Sanz Centre of Art and
History), considering that a substantial portion was part of the legacy
they most generously left to the City Hall of Mahon. The artistic facet
was already quite alive in the family and this spirit was inherited by both
Francesc Hernández Sanz (1863-1949) and by his sonFrancesc Hernández Mora (1905-1980).

AREA 2

AREA 4

AREA 7

The British Minorca

The Island illustrated. Cartographical collection

If there were a historic period that characterises Minorca and provides
it with its unique character this would be without a doubt the 18th
century. More than seventy years of British occupation left its
trace on the Island and on its inhabitants..

Throughout the centuries, Minorca has received the attention of
cartographers, most notably during the 18th century, due primarily
to the island being a point of strategic interest in that period. The
cartographical collection of the Centre d’Art i d’Història Hernández
Sanz (Hernández Sanz Centre of Art and History) is one of the most
complete that can be found in Minorca.

The magic of engraving

A collection of engravings belonging to the Consell Insular de
Menorca (Minorca Island Council) is on display. These have been
created by contemporary artists from Minorca or somehow related
to the island. This selection also shows a relevant educational
approach that helps visitors understand more about engraving
techniques.
Fotos: Antoni Cladera

AREA 5
Minorca in the 18th and 19th Centuries

During the most turbulent 18th century, the Minorcans were able
to adapt to varying occupants while striving to preserve that which
defined them as a people, their laws, institutions and the Catholic
religion. However, far from completely impervious to these changes,
the islanders also took full advantage and they found their way into the
Mediterranean and Atlantic trade networks, they adopted new production methods, they incorporated new ways of life and assimilated
new ideas coming from Europe.
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